
From: Phillips, Pam
To: Peycke, Mark; Banipal, Ben; Johnson, Lydia; Broyles, Ragan; Petersen, Chris
Subject: Fw: Explo Systems, Inc./13-12046-S11, USBC, WD LA
Date: Tuesday, September 10, 2013 9:37:46 AM

From: Cheatham, Reggie
Sent: Tuesday, September 10, 2013 8:25:46 AM
To: Michaud, John; Bertrand, Charlotte; Andrews, Mary; Openchowski, Charles
Cc: Maddox, Doug; Phillips, Pam; Delgado, Paige; Malone, George
Subject: RE: Explo Systems, Inc./13-12046-S11, USBC, WD LA
 
John….we do not know…probably a question for R6 since we do not have the reports
 
From: Michaud, John 
Sent: Tuesday, September 10, 2013 9:24 AM
To: Bertrand, Charlotte; Andrews, Mary; Openchowski, Charles
Cc: Cheatham, Reggie; Maddox, Doug
Subject: RE: Explo Systems, Inc./13-12046-S11, USBC, WD LA
 
Thanks Charlotte.
 
Do we know if the DDESB reports are consistent with the State reports on how they are
characterizing the explosives?
 
John R. Michaud
Deputy Associate General Counsel
Solid Waste and Emergency Response Law Office
Office of General Counsel
202-564-5518
michaud.john@epa.gov
 
From: Bertrand, Charlotte 
Sent: Tuesday, September 10, 2013 9:05 AM
To: Andrews, Mary; Openchowski, Charles; Michaud, John
Subject: FW: Explo Systems, Inc./13-12046-S11, USBC, WD LA
 
FYI
 
From: Frank, William 
Sent: Monday, September 09, 2013 5:13 PM
To: Maddox, Doug; Cheatham, Reggie; Bertrand, Charlotte
Cc: Shuster, Kenneth; Atagi, Tracy; Devlin, Betsy; Worthman, Gary; Leff, Karin; Lammie, Benjamin
Subject: FW: Explo Systems, Inc./13-12046-S11, USBC, WD LA
 
FYI
 
From: Meisenbach, Caitlin 
Sent: Monday, September 09, 2013 4:54 PM
To: Frank, William; Dalzell, Sally
Subject: FW: Explo Systems, Inc./13-12046-S11, USBC, WD LA
 *9474022*

9474022



FYI
 
 
 
--Caitlin Kelleher Meisenbach
 
From: Pearson, Evan 
Sent: Monday, September 09, 2013 4:09 PM
To: Tidmore, Guy; Barnes, Chuck; Barra, Michael
Cc: Meisenbach, Caitlin; Andrews, Mary
Subject: FW: Explo Systems, Inc./13-12046-S11, USBC, WD LA
 
FYI
 
From: Malone, George 
Sent: Monday, September 09, 2013 2:08 PM
To: Thrall, Robert (USALAW); Chatelain, Elizabeth D. (ATF); Blesi, Sam (ENRD);
james.m.ives2.civ@mail.mil; scott.j.friedman.mil@mail.mil
Cc: Flanagan, William (USALAW); Campbell, Earl M. (USALAW); Vincent, Katherine (USALAW); Walker,
Cristina (USALAW)
Subject: RE: Explo Systems, Inc./13-12046-S11, USBC, WD LA
 
Hello Bob.  Below are my responses to your inquiry.   
 
1.  EPA does not oppose Louisiana’s burning of the materials on-site in compliance with state and
federal environmental laws.
 
2.  To my knowledge, EPA has not finalized a final report concerning the risks presented by the Site
due to the potential lack of stability of the explosives, the improper storage, the volume of
explosives, and the potential for the explosives to auto-ignite.  I will double check with our
technical personnel to confirm the above.
 
3.  The Army has issued two final reports that address the explosives at the Site.  I believe a copy
has been given to John King, Explo’s environmental attorney hired to represent Explo in
environmental matters.  Mr. King represented that the Army OGC contact (Ann Wright) provided
him a copy of the reports.  I attached the two reports in this email.  Notice that those reports
include the names of the DOD Explosives Safety Board personnel, the experts concerning storage,
handling, management, and disposal of explosives.  I hope this helps.  
 
George Malone, III
Office of Regional Counsel
214-665-8030
     
 
From: Thrall, Robert (USALAW) [mailto:Robert.Thrall@usdoj.gov] 
Sent: Monday, September 09, 2013 12:47 PM
To: Malone, George; Chatelain, Elizabeth D. (ATF); Blesi, Sam (ENRD); james.m.ives2.civ@mail.mil;
scott.j.friedman.mil@mail.mil
Cc: Flanagan, William (USALAW); Campbell, Earl M. (USALAW); Vincent, Katherine (USALAW); Walker,
Cristina (USALAW)
Subject: Explo Systems, Inc./13-12046-S11, USBC, WD LA



Importance: High
 
Good afternoon.  We are now on a very fast track in the above case and any assistance
you can lend will be greatly appreciated.
 
I just concluded a 2 hour status conference with three high ranking National Guard
officers, Patrick Johnson who represents the Louisiana Military Department (LMD) in
state court eviction and related proceedings, William Steffes representing the LMD in
the bankruptcy, debtor’s bankruptcy counsel, and Fran Hewitt with the U.S. Trustee’s
office.
 
The LMD contends its leases with the debtor have been terminated and the materials
on site pose a significant risk to the public as a result of continued contamination and
instability of explosives; debtor disagrees.
 
State has until September 27 to commit $20 to $30 million for the open burn of the
explosive materials in a manner I am told is sanctioned by the EPA.  Due to this
deadline, LMD expects to file a motion to dismiss the bankruptcy case and for related
relief today on which the hearing will commence on September 18 at 10:30 and, if
necessary, continue on September 20 at 9:00.
 
LMD has two reports to support its claim the materials are explosives, continue to
contaminate the site and de-stabilize, and will self-ignite if not destroyed at some
point, which is more likely sooner than later.  Since the reports were generated in
connection with  a criminal investigation, LMD must obtain authority to release the
reports which it hopes to do so by tomorrow.  Once I have them, I will forward copies
to anyone requesting same.
 
The debtor has an expert report to support its claims this is much ado about nothing,
and I have requested a copy which I will likewise send to anyone who requests a copy
upon receipt.  Any assistance your respective agencies can provide to discredit said
report will be very helpful.
 
Also, are there any official reports/findings which ATF, EPA, or the Army can offer
into evidence which support findings respecting the amount of explosive materials at
Camp Minden, the stability of those materials, factors affecting the stability, how the
stability is affected by those factors, conditions or factors affecting the reliability of an
assessment of the stability or when the materials are likely to self-ignite (such as no
or improper labeling), types and volume of hazardous substances which can be
released into the environment from the explosive materials and risk they pose to
public health and safety, and current level and rate of continued contamination on site
from the explosive materials and anything else relevant to support a finding by the
bankruptcy court that the explosive materials pose an imminent threat of self-igniting
and contaminating the environment.  In addition, include the expert qualifications of
any authors of any such reports/findings.
 
I would like to join in LMD’s motion on behalf of the ATF, EPA, and the Army – please
advise if I may do so and, if so, must a draft first be reviewed by you although time
may not permit.
 



Thanks in advance for your prompt attention to this urgent request, Bob.
 
Robert A. Thrall
Assistant United States Attorney
Western District of Louisiana
300 Fannin Street, Suite 3201
Shreveport, LA  71101
(318)676-3609/Cell (318)834-2063
Facsimile (318)676-3642
robert.thrall@usdoj.gov
 
 
 




